
There are numerous clichés 
that spring to mind when talk-
ing about car audio. Perhaps 

the two front runners are ‘don’t reinvent the 
wheel’ and ‘if it isn’t broke don’t fi x it’. This is 
exactly the approach Axis took when design-
ing its new slimline under-seat subwoofer – 
the XT-1110A. See, over the years many people 
have looked down their noses at Axis, simply 
because its equipment is signifi cantly cheaper 
by comparison to the competition. 

What they fail to realise is that Axis has had 
more years of experience producing car audio 
products than many other brands. So when 
it came time to develop a new slimline sub-
woofer the aforementioned sayings were at 

the forefront of Axis’ mind. Rather than begin 
with a blank canvas and start the entire design 
process from scratch Axis instead took a good 
long look at the vast array of active slimline 
subwoofers already on the market, selected 
elements of the best designs already available 
and re-engineered it to sound just as good but 
be half the price – and it’s this type of genius 
that we’ve come to know Axis for.

TINY AXIS
The XT-1110A is the latest enclosure to join 
the Axis stable and it’s a little different to 
previous designs fi rst and foremost because 
of its physical dimensions. Its entire case 
only measures 370mm long by 275mm wide 

with a height of only 85mm. This will see the 
XT-1110A installed under many seats, in many 
boot side cavities and even installed inverted 
within the physical confi nes of cars’ factory 
spare tyre. The second thing that sets it apart 
from previous designs is the active element; it 
has a full 2-channel power amplifi er built into 
the chassis. Now you might be wondering 
why two channels seeing as there is only 
one subwoofer. 

Well it’s actually a dual voice coil driver 
so the amplifi er has one channel for each 
voice coil, with these channel outputs very 
closely matched in order that they might work 
together. They offer plenty of power to each 
voice coil, thus allowing for both superior 
control and plenty of gut thumping bass.

Unpacking the colourful black and blue 
cardboard packaging and moving to the nuts 
and bolts of the design; the entire outer case 
is constructed from aluminium which has 
been coated black for that serious industrial 
look. The subwoofer itself is protected by a 
black grille surrounded by a gun metal grey 
decorative ring. Located below this ring is a 

AGAIN PROVING THE WHEEL 
DOESN’T NEED REINVENTING.

“...AXIS HAS HAD MORE YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE PRODUCING 
CAR AUDIO PRODUCTS THAN 
MANY OTHER BRANDS.”
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• Can’t dig to the lowest depths

designed because its shallow height doesn’t 
allow for copious amounts of air to fl ow into 
and out of it and as you can imagine; due 
to the inerrant design of these subwoofers 
a serious pole vent is out of the question; 
meaning any and all cooling systems must be 
thoroughly thought through to avoid warranty 
claims due to thermal damage. With that in 
mind you might be starting to appreciate why 
the ‘lightweight/less power’ approach is wiser 
than the ‘balls to the wall/10,000 watts motor 
‘o’ death’ one.

RIGHT CONNECTIONS
Moving to the layout of the design; you’ll fi nd 
the amplifi er is built into the front end just 
behind the control panel while the subwoofer 
is located at the other end of the chassis. 
Along its front end are all the inputs, outputs 
and controls. Input wise you have both low 
level RCA and high level speaker wire inputs 
meaning it’s just as happy running from a fac-
tory deck as it is an aftermarket one. Next to 
these are the power, earth and remote inputs 
and Axis actually include a terminal plug and 
plenty of cable for these including a fuse 
holder and fuse. 

Control wise you’re offered all the impor-
tant ones required for setup and basic tuning 
such as a low pass crossover between 50Hz 
and 100Hz, 0- or 180-degrees phase control, in 
addition to the standard gain level controller. 
Axis also includes a bass remote control so 
you can tailor the amount of desired bass 
from a convenient location within the vehicle. 
That’s if your factory head unit does not 
feature a separate independently controllable 
subwoofer output.

When mounting the XT-1110A you’ll fi nd 
that due to its small footprint it’ll fi t just about 
anywhere in the car and still fi ll it with plenty 
of bass energy. However remember when 
mounting these types of units you absolutely 
must secure them and lock them down be-
cause a large part of what makes them work 
is the transfer of kinetic energy from the alloy 
case to the car’s chassis. 

If you just sit them on the carpet you’ll 
still get bass however you’ll be robbing 
yourself of signifi cant amount of force as the 
unit literally bounces its way through song 
after song. The unit comes with steel feet for 
mounting and I installed mine on the fl oor. 
Wiring the unit is simple to do with only seven 
wires, however if you’re struggling a little 
Axis also includes clearly written instructions 
with diagrams, so you won’t come unstuck 
during the installation process. While the 
inclusion of clear instructions might seem 
like a moot point; you’d be amazed at how 
many companies omit decent instructions in 
this day and age.

So how does this subwoofer which looks 
similar to but is half the price of its competi-
tion actually sound? The short answer is not 
bad however the long answer does reveal one 
or two small fl aws. The sound quality of what 
frequencies the unit actually can play is very 

nice with genres such as Top 40, dance, pop, 
rock and the like thumping very hard and with 
top notch accuracy. To that end the actual 
transient speed of the cone is very impres-
sive, with it reproducing everything up to and 
including fast double bass drumming with the 
upmost profi ciency. 

However these are an almost midbass 
frequency of sound; it’s when you start going 
lower that issues begin to arise. Now I’ll pref-
ace this by stating this issue is not unique to 
the XT-1110A but is common to all subwoofers 
of this nature – that is that playing anything 
seriously low such as pipe organ, double bass, 
bassoon, tube and the like; causes the unit to 
struggle a little. Anything lower than around 
40Hz and the output diminishes signifi cantly. 
But then, this type of product is not designed 
for the ultra-low bass.

CONCLUSION
If you’re looking for literal earth shaking 
subsonic energy then perhaps skip the XT-
1110A – Axis offers plenty great alternatives 
in bigger and nastier subwoofers. However if 
you’re looking for copious amounts of chest 
pounding mid and upper bass that you can 
easily add to your existing factory system then 
this subwoofer is for you. It can easily fi ll out 
the bottom end of any factory system without 
consuming too much real estate – or money 
for that matter at a modest $289. That, my 
friends, is what these subwoofers are all 
about after all.

• Well built aluminium enclosure
• Good quality driver
• Place-anywhere shallow design
• Sounds great within its frequency 

Focal’s iBus2.1 is a similar concept, 
albeit using an 8-inch driver with 

added amplifi cation channels and is 
priced at $499

Hertz’s EBX F25.5 is a physically 
much larger enclosure and has more 
output via its 10-inch driver and 12-

inch passive radiator but with a 
price hike to $429 

gloss black panel that has the Axis logo and 
operational light on it. Besides acting as one 
very solid enclosure for the subwoofer, this 
case also serves as a heatsink for the amplifi er 
extracting heat from the interior and dissipat-
ing it via its skin into the surrounding air. Not 
that the amplifi er is going to be producing 
extreme amounts of heat with its 
90 watts continuous on each channel 
(125 watts maximum).

However don’t let the relatively low power 
fi gures dissuade you for there are cunning 
reasons behind it all. The fl ipside of this 
power equation is that the subwoofer itself is 
constructed from lightweight materials and 
hence doesn’t require massive amounts of 
power to move its highly effi cient motor. As 
a parallel analogy; you might have noticed 
that a Hayabusa motorbike doesn’t require a 
thousand horsepower to make it fast enough 
to be dangerous – same principle here. The 
amplifi er also boasts a signal to noise ratio of 
91dB, has a high damping factor which is criti-
cal to subwoofer cone control and as is the 
case with the subwoofer itself; it’s designed 
primarily to cover a frequency range between 
30Hz and 160Hz.

So let’s delve into the driver itself a little 
further. Starting at the top is a 10-inch diam-
eter unit which starts with an aluminium cone. 
Yes that’s right folks, it’s a serious enough 
driver to warrant an alloy cone as opposed to 
the standard pressed pulp or polypropylene 
we’re so used to seeing in subwoofers of this 
ilk. Around the cone is a butyl rubber surround 
while underneath the moving components is 
the motor which has been carefully designed 
to offer a high Xmax and a low F3 roll off point 
all while retaining plenty of control and resist-
ance against radial fl oat. 

The rolled spider sits very high in the 
design, atop of the voice coil former which is 
constructed from a thermal robust material. 
Surrounding this former are twin 2-ohms 
thermally treated voice coils. The cooling 
system for the subwoofer had to be specially 

AXIS
XT-1110A ACTIVE 
SUBWOOFER

TYPE: 10-inch dual voice coil subwoofer

POWER HANDLING/OUTPUT: 180 watts 

continuous, 250 watts maximum

FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 30Hz – 160Hz

COST: $289

CONTACT: AudioXtra on 02 8841 9000

WEB: www.audioxtra.com.au
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SIGNIFICANT OTHERS

http://forms.zinio.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=183&wu=318
https://play.google.com/store/newsstand/details/InCar_Entertainment?id=CAowrsOKCA&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/incar-entertainment/id626886326?mt=8

